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A successful International Aromatic Plants and Essential Oil mini-Symposium was
held in Stellenbosch from 27 February to 1 March 2006.

The theme "Southern African Essentlal Giis” - from germpiasm to oll distiliation, extraction and
quality control,” and covered aspects from marketing, germplasm, production, distillation and
extraction, quality control, and research aspects. A totatl of 35 presentations were covered. The
symposium had 102 participants - with 7 internaticnal and 15 national presenters. There were
8 different countries represented. This unique opportunity brought together industry and
researchers from the USA , Rwanda , Zambia , Madagascar and Nigerla to complement the
research and industry role piayers from South Africa . The cutcome of the 3-day symposium
was to network, getting to know the new developments and quality standards required, and
obtaln information.

The Outcome was more awareness on essentlal oils with a definite need identified to have more
information sessions on the total essential it industry in South and Southern Africa and to
bring together all role piayers. This is a growing market, but it can be a risky business if aif
aspects of the market requirement are not taken info account.

The symposium was divided into different sessions over the 3 days, starting from market
opportunities, and not only the South African perspective, but also on the internationa!l arena.

Mr Eiton Jefthas, Country manager of ASNAPP South Africa did the welcoming, while the
opening address was delivered by Mr. William Malan, from Agribusiness, ABSA.

Prof Leopoldt van Huyssteen, Dean of the Facuity of AgriSciences, University Stellenbasch and
Head of the International Advisory Board for ASNAPP discussed the role and responsibility of
academic institutions in research and technology transfer to communities in Sub-Saharan
Africa. An introductory overview by Prof Earle Graven from Grassroots Natural Products
supplied the history of the

History of essential oll industry in Southern Africa - Can we learn from past experience? The
first session was concluded by Mr. Clive Teubes from Teubes International on Market
opportunities for African Essential oil products, the opportunities and chailenges.

Time was spent on both day 1 and 3 on the standards and requirements, as well as Quality
control and assurance of the different oils and the interesting subject of adulteration and
misiabeling. This was discussed by Dr Denys Charles, research director from Frontier - a large
USA buyer of organic essential oil. He used the example of lavender and lavandin for explaining
mislabeling and that samples get analysed to determine adulteration when other and often
cheaper oils are added to increase the volume presented for sale. Other sesslons were the
commercial production using correct germplasm and the ideas of contract farming.
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